Study Note on Hebrews Chapter 6   by Dr. Larry Isitt 2006

*John Owen – Puritan, 17th century. Hebrews, 7 vols –(Baker)

*John Calvin – 16th century, Hebrews

*John MacArthur, Hebrews

Hebrews 6.4-6 = Unbelievers
Hebrews 6.4  “Once enlightened” photisthentas = “To be instructed in the doctrine of the gospel, so as to have a spiritual apprehension thereof”  (Owen 5.74)

· Owen believes this refers to those “illuminated” by the Holy Spirit but, not to the point of salvation.  2 Peter 2:21 “There is a saving, sanctifying light and knowledge, which this spiritual illumination riseth not up unto.” 2 Cor 3:18..4:4,6
· Calvin holds that unbelievers can be touched with at least some knowledge and experience of the Gospel truth: “But I do not see that [ despite believers having full knowledge] this is any reason why [God]  should not touch the reprobate with a taste of His grace, or illumine their minds with some glimmerings of His light…” Therefore there is some knowledge in the reprobate, which later vanishes away either because it drives its roots less deep than it ought to, or because it is choked and withers away” (76) Mark 4:17
· MacArthur: “Those who have been once enlightened are not spoken of as born again, made holy, or made righteous… . The enlightenment spoken of here has to do with intellectual perception of spiritual Biblical truth… . Seeing God’s light and accepting it are not the same” (143) 2 Peter 2:20-21
Contrary Views:

* B. F. Westcott, 1889 Hebrews

* Leon Morris, 1981 Hebrews

* James Moffatt, 1924 Hebrews

· Moffatt emphasizes once.  “…once for all men enter Christianity, it is an experience which, like their own death (9.27) and the death of Jesus (9.28) can never be repeated” (78)

· Westcott: “The illumination both here and there (10.32) is referred to the decisive moment when the light was apprehended in its glory”(148)  Eph 1:18,  

2 Cor 4:4-6

· Morris:  “…it is better to interpret the term in the light of the general usage whereby those admitted to the Christian faith are brought to that light that is ‘the light of the world’” (55)  John 8:12; 2Cor 4:6; 2 Peter 1:19
Hebrews 6:4   “Tasted”    geusamenous 

In verse 4  “Tasted of the heavenly gift”

In verse 5  “Tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come”

· Owen:  

“the expression of tasting is metaphorical, and signifies no more but to make a trial or experiment… .  It doth not, therefore, include eating, much less digestion and turning into nourishment of what is so tasted” (5.79)

“heavenly gift” = “the Holy Ghost” (5.78

“good word of God”  = “the effectual active power of God… . The word of God, that is, the word of the Gospel as preached, is that which they thus tasted of” (5.82)

“powers” = “mighty, great, miraculous operation… Holy Spirit” (5.83)

· MacArthur:  

“heavenly gift” = not  Holy Spirit.  “Christ’s salvation is the supreme heavenly gift, and no doubt the one referred to here” (143)

“good word of God” = “God’s utterances” (144)

“This great gift [reference to heavenly gift], however, was not received.  It was not feasted on but only tasted, sampled.  It was not eccepted or lived, only examined.  That stands in contrast with Jesus’ work on our behalf.  Having tasted death for every man (2.90, He went on to drink it all” (143)

“[reference to good word] they had heard God’s utterances and sampled them, tasted them without actually eating them (144)… .  tasting is the first step to eating… .  To some degree everyone must taste the gospel before he accepts it.  Like so many who hear the gospel for the first time, these Jews were attracted to its beauty and sweetness.  It tasted very good to them.  But they did not chew it or swallow it, much less digest it” (145)  Psa 34:8  “O taste and see that the Lord is good.”

Contrary Views

· Westcott:  [taste]  “expresses a real and conscious enjoyment of the blessing apprehended in its true character.”  (149)  John 6:56;  Matt 16:28;  John 8:52
· Steven W. Waterhouse [Dallas Theological Seminary] “the word ‘taste’ does not mean ‘sample’ in Hebrews 2:9 but a full experience.  Christ tasted death for every man.  We must interpret words by and author’s own definition.  Therefore, ‘tasting’ the heavenly gift in Hebrews 6:4 refers to a full experience of salvation (the gift) not just and unbeliever indirectly sampling salvation by attending church.” (75)  Blessed assurance; a defense of the doctrine of eternal security.  Amarillo, Tx; Westcliff Press, 2000
Hebrews 6:6   “fall away”  parapesontas

· Owen; = “… a total renunciation of all the constituent principles and doctrines of Christianity” (5.86)

· Calvin; = “The man who falls is the one who forsakes the Word of God, who extinguishes its light, who denies himself the taste of the heavenly gift, and who gives up partaking of the Spirit.  This is complete renunciation of god.  We can now see who are the shut out from hope or pardon” (79)

· MacArthur: =  warning: “You had better come to Christ now, for if you fall away it will be impossible for you to come again to the of repentance.” (146)

· Moffatt: = “…a deliberate renunciation of the Christian God” (79)

· Morris: = “fall away from Christianity” (155)

Hebrews 6:6  “impossible”  adunaton (Greek verse 4)


“to renew” anakainizein



“to repentance” metanoian



“again crucify” anastaurountas

· Owen: “impossible” does not refer to sinners, even great sinners who wish to repent, for God allows this.  What Owen believes is in view here is “the [door] is shut only against those who shall never endeavor to turn by repentance” (5.90)
· MacArthur: “Crucified” = “…as far as they [unbelievers] were concerned, the Son of God deserved to be crucified… . They agreed with those who killed Jesus, and they put Him to an open shame again.  Shame here connotes guilt.  They declared openly that Jesus was guilty as charged” (148)
· Morris: “…a repentance that means leaving the backsliding into which the person has fallen.  He cannot bring himself to this repentance” (55)
· F. F. Bruce [ Univ of Manchester, England]  “… by renouncing Christ they put themselves in the position of those who, deliberately refusing His claim to be the Son of God, had Him Crucified.” (124 Hebrews)
· Moffatt [crucify] “The meaning of the vivid phrase is that they put Jesus out of their life,…he is dead to them” (80)
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